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Weekly DuPage County COVID-19 Metrics for Schools

This week DuPage County remains at the substantial level of transmission. Our number of cases per
100,000 people rose after seeing several weeks of steady decline. Out of the four metrics monitored
weekly, three are at the minimal level while one remains at the substantial level. Additionally, we are
seeing reports from around the country that there are spikes in numbers. This is concerning, and it is
critical that we remain vigilant with wearing masks, maintaining social distancing, and
quarantining/isolating when there has been exposure, symptoms, and/or positive cases. Important
Note: The metrics are always for the week prior to posting.

Since returning to school in January, we have had seven positive cases of COVID-19 with zero cases
transmitted at school.
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March Board of Education Meeting

Our March Board of Education meeting will take place on Tuesday, March 16. This meeting will be
conducted via Zoom, and the link will be sent out at approximately 6:45 p.m. Public comments may be
submitted here and will be read aloud at the meeting. As always, the board meeting agenda may be
accessed via our district website.

Updated CDC Guidance

The CDC guidance allows for some loosened restrictions for adults who are fully vaccinated. It does
not change any of the requirements of wearing masks. It also does not change any of the guidance
on travel, and we are not changing any of our expectations for quarantine after travel for adults or
students.

At the heart of the travel restrictions is being in close contact with members of other households,
even family members not living with you. We have been asked about other families traveling to you
and staying in your home. In that situation, we would still ask that you quarantine as you are in
close contact. We have been able to successfully remain in person because we have managed our
safety protocols with everyone's health in mind. Thank you so much to the many families who have
checked in with us on their individual situation, postponed travel until after the school year ends,
and in other ways have sacri�ced in order to follow the health and safety guidelines. We wouldn't be
successful without you!

Updated ISBE/IDPH guidance

Last Tuesday, the Illinois State Board of Education and the Illinois Department of Public Health
updated their guidance for schools. Among that guidance is the following:
1. Social distancing for in-person instruction has changed from six feet to "from 3-6 feet."
2. During lunch, students must continue to be six feet apart.
3. Remote learning is only required for students with a documented medical concern related to COVID
or living with someone with a documented medical concern.
4. Bus capacity remains at 50 students.
5. The de�nition for close contact remains within 6 feet of distance for more than 15 minutes.

When parents were asked to make their second half of the year commitment in December, it was with
the knowledge that this placement would remain for the rest of the 2020-21 school year. We remained
committed to keeping our remote learning model in place through the end of the school year. Parents
were able to feel con�dent that this model would remain as well as parents who selected in-person
learning could feel con�dent that we would maintain six feet of distance between students, minimizing
any potential need to quarantine when there is a positive case. Additionally, our buildings are utilizing
our large spaces for instructional purposes this year which means that our students eat lunch in the
classroom. With all of this in mind, we are not making changes to our current instructional plan. There
are districts in the Chicago area making changes; however, these are primarily districts who have not
been able to provide �ve days per week of dedicated instruction whether that is in-person or remote.

As we plan for the 2021-22 school year, this guidance will be incorporated into our planning.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNKo1P0INTIocweBhiXgYeHHqTVBAoS-OkqpVzkiyoyyxvWA/viewform?usp=sf_link


Looking out my window, snow is the not the sight I want right now. However, I am certain that if I just
wait a few hours, the weather will have changed. That is what makes Chicago special, isn't it?

Sincerely,
Dr. Mary Henderson, Superintendent


